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SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS DEFENSE PLAN 

REF: STATE 145784 

1 . QUOTE ATTRIBUTED TO PM DEN UYL IS IN FACT FAIRLY ACCURATE PARA- 
PHRASE OP HIS REMARKS IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION PUT BY AN INTERVIEWER 
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ON DUTCH TV. EMBASSY POUCHING PULL TEXT OP INTERVIEW TO DEPARTMENT 
(EURAVE, BEIGEL). 
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2. FOLLOWING IS SPECIFIC EXCHANGE WHICH RESULTED IN "QUOTE" IN 
REFTEL: 

INTERVIEWER - "YOU SAID: NOT UNILATERAL. WELL, THE QUESTION 
IS WILL ALL SOCIALIST MINISTERS ALSO SAY THAT. YOU ALSO KNOW 
THAT IN YOUR CIRCLE THERE ARE DIEEERENT THOUGHTS ABOUT THAT." 

DEN UYL - "OH NO, ON THIS POINT THERE IS NO DIFEERENCE OF 
OPINION AT ALL, AND THERE NEVER HAS BEEN. IT IS, I THINK, TRUE 
THAT THERE IS A MISUNDERSTANDING ON WHETHER THE RESTRUCTURING OE 
THE NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCES WOULD BE A MATTER SOLELY DEPENDENT 
ON A EAVORABLE RESULT OF THOSE TALKS. NO. IE THOSE TALKS SHOULD 
EAIL, THE NETHERLANDS WILL HAVE ITS FREEDOM AGAIN AND CAN JUDGE 
WHETHER THOSE PLANS WILL BE CARRIED THROUGH OR NOT. THE RESTRICT- 
ION WE HAVE ACCEPTED APPLIES SOLELY TO THE DURATION OF THE TALKS 
AND IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE NETHERLANDS CANNOT TAKE DECISIONS 
INDEPENDENTLY AFTER THE TALKS... .HOWEVER, THERE IS AN AGREEMENT 
WHICH IS ALSO UNDERSTANDABLE. LAST YEAR, BEEORE THE START OF THE 
TALKS IN VIENNA, IT WAS SAID THAT WE MUST MAKE COMMITMENTS... .IT 
WAS DECIDED THEN, AND IT IS CLEARLY REASONABLE DURING THE TALKS, 
THAT WE WOULD NOT WITHDRAW READY TROOPS. BUT IN PRINCIPLE THAT 
DOES NOT STAND IN THE WAY OE OUR PLANS." 

3. DURING A JULY 9 PRESS CONEERENCE TO DISCUSS THE JUST-PUBLISHED 
DEEENSE NOTE (THE HAGUE 3445), MOD VREDELING REAFFIRMED THAT ARMY 
STRENGTH WOULD NOT BE REDUCED AS LONG AS MBER TALKS CONTINUE. 

HE THEN SAID: "IE THE TALKS SHOULD FAIL, THERE WILL BE A NEW 
SITUATION, AND WE MUST AGAIN CONSIDER WHAT WE WILL DO WITH OUR 
DEEENSE." 

4. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT GON, AT LEAST ITS SOCIALIST WING, 

IS NOT PREPARED TO COMMIT ITSELE TO CURRENT TROOP LEVELS BEYOND 
MBER NEGOTIATIONS. THE THREE LEET-WING PARTIES IN PRESENT 
DUTCH COALITION GOVERNMENT ARE PLEDGED TO REDUCE DEFENSE EXPEND- 
ITURES AND TO REORDER BUDGETARY PRIORITIES. BEEORE DEEENSE NOTE 
WAS PUBLISHED, PM DEN UYL SAID THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT THUNDEROUS 
APPLAUSE EROM NATO OR EROM HIS OWN LABOR PARTY COUNCIL. FACED 
WITH PRESSURE FROM WITHIN THERE OWN PARTY, DEN UYL AND VREDELING, 
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AS POLITICAL PRAGMATISTS, CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO PUBLICLY GO 
BEYOND DEN UYL'S STATEMENT THAT WITH A EAILURE IN MBER THE GON 
WOULD "JUDGE WHETHER THOSE PLANS ARE CARRIED THROUGH OR NOT." 
TANGUY 
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